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grantans Musical Seciuty by araagement with CAVIERON MACKINTCSH LIMITED presares

18 SEPTEMBER — 16 OCTOBER 2009
BOOKINGS 07 3371 2751

Schonell Theatre, Union Road, University of Qld, St Lucia
Evening and matinee performances Adult $45 « Concession $35 « Family (2Adult, 2Conc.) $125

Fundraising packages for groups and schools available - visit www.ignatians.com.au
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Broadway At Bedtime is Australia’'s only Music Theatre
and Cabaret Current Affairs radio program.

www.broadwayatbedtime.com

DlRECTOR’S NOTE | Miranda Selwood

Woaord from the Artistic Director...

It is with pride and joy that | welcome you to this first edition of the Mirthbill, produced for the
inaugural production of Mirthful Productions.

Born out of a passion for theatre, a pride in Brisbane artists and a longing for opportunity, Mirthful
aims to bridge the gap between training and that giant leap into professional theatre. Students who
devote years to the study of their craft are filled with all the right skills, passion and enthusiasm, but
perhaps not the experience to attract an agent and impress at an audition. For a graduate, failing to
walk right into the cast of the next big Broadway hit can be anything from a little disheartening to a
crisis of confidence that sets up a life-long career making coffee.

After finishing study myself, | did a few semi-professional shows and paid the bills temping in offices. It
was then that | began to form thoughts, based on the oppertunities that | longed for at that crucial
time, about a company that would hire someone like me and create the shows | wanted to work in. A
few more semi-professional and amateur shows later, the idea of a professional performance career
seemed to be fading away, but simultaneously the idea of having my own company and giving the

“somecone like me's” opportunities to put their hard-earned skills to good use was growing. Little did |
know, turning that dream into reality was closer than ever...

When the opportunity arose to produce a show at the Brisbane Arts Theatre, | was struck by how
fitting it was that | should begin my company in that beloved theatre where | had performed in my
very first show 20 years ago. Mow alll needed was a show... And a company.

Intrigued by the definition of the word Mirth: “spentaneous amusement ar gaiety, manifested briefly
in laughter,” | began to see that it embodied the spirit with which | wanted the company to move
forward. And sowe became Mirthful Productions. It was at about this point that my dear friend and
staunch supporter, Matt Fennell, gleefully leapt aboard the Mirthtrain and the journey truly began.
We chose a show that we knew well from having worked on it in University and assembled a mirthful
troupe of players, which piece by piece turned a dream into a reality.

| wish to thank everyone who has contributed to this production, all of whom have given of
themselves whole-heartedly. | cannot express in mere words the respect, admiration and gratitude
that | feel for each and every one. Such is the cenviction of my feelings | would burst into song if only
this were a musical! This group, now the founding company of Mirthful Productions, have given that
name meaning, brought the company to life and filled me with the greatest of joy.

| sincerely hope that you enjoy Closer Than Ever and your Mirthful experience. |invite youto read the
articles included here along with our production credits and | thank you for your suppert of artists and
theatrical enterprise in Brisbane.

Mirthful regards,
Miranda Selwood
Founding Director
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ALBUM LAUNCH

Roz Pappalardo was born to sing. Whether she is
singing in a contemporary folk act on festival stages
across the world, ina country rock act just releasing
their first record, around a camp fire, or on the
theatre stage ... she mustsing.

Roz is one half of Queensland's favourite
contemporary folk duo, women in docs. Hailing
from Far Mth Queensland, the act found its way to
the bright lights and big city of Brisbane where, 5
records later, international independent success
has come calling. Roz and her partner in women in
docs crime, Chanel Lucas, have won several awards
for the astute self-management and self-publicity
and also for their thoughtful and entertaining
songwriting. The act is looked upon as a model for
independent emerging acts across Australia.
women in docs' records (hint, hint) are available in
vour local record shop!

In between a busy women in docs filled life, Roz has
found the time to write and record her debut S0LO
full length album, “This Lifeboat”, with her side
project band, “The Wayward Gentlemen”. The
album is released through Brishane based,
pioneering label, Plus One Records.

Penned in between vigorous women in docs tours,
in hotels and on a variety of modes of public
transport, the album is, lyrically, an introspective
peek at Roz's inner feelings about love, life and
death, wrapped in a concoction of juicy slide guitar,
male backing vocals, thick upright bass and general
raucous fun. The album has been released this
September, to positive local reviews and
immediate airplay on a variety of stations
throughout Qld and down the east coast.

The album, “This Lifeboat™ has been 3 years in the
making. What initially started out as a 'fun way to
fill the time and record demo's with some new
friends' turned into a labour of love, recorded and
mixed by Brisbane's production luminary, Lachlan
(Magoo) Gould, who has worked with the likes of
Powderfinger, Kate Miller Heidke and Regurgitator.
The Waywards and Roz have many shows to play
aver the next five months to proudly showcase the
birth of their first child. Experiencing a live
performance of the Waywards and their leading

Roz Pappalardo

"This Lifeboat” is available from all good
record stores (through Shock Records) and
after "Closer Than Ever" at the barll

"... Pappalardo & blessed with one of those unforoed,
melodic, seemingly effortless and just so dam purrty
voices.... the [abum’s) gquolity never folters .."
RaveMagazine, Sept03.

www.rozpappalardo.com

lady is a must and people have been coming back for
more after discovering the delicate yet explosive
chemistry that is Roz and the lads. Go to your local
record store and purchase a copy of the album, “This
Lifeboat”. Or get to the Brisbane Arts bar during
intermission or after the show, buy it and get it signed!
Goon, you know you want to!

Vigorous touring, long gigs on stages in small country
towns, learning songs by listening to the radio as a young
girl, two grades of piano, one year of vocal technigue,
various workshops honing vocal skills, experiencing the
buzz of songwriting with friends and other communities
across the country, a crazy and fierce love of the
Broadway musical and a couple thousand on stage
appearances from massive festival appearances tosmall
coffee clubs in different countries across the waorld has
been Roz's training ground. Not the typical version of
musical theatre training, but one that is waried,
challenging, ever evolving and true to her earthy, real
lowe of music and all that music encompasses.

star rae

Special Guest:
\ LENA MARLENE
|
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" Fabulous
Local Cabaret
performers

HEAT 31

Sunday 27 September @ 8pm
Brisbane Arts Theatre
Bookings Ph: 3369 2344

Sponsored by:
b RN

www.starraeproductions.com
www.artstheatre.com.au

MUSIC TUITION

VOCAL COACHING
Matt Fennell | Annerley
BA. Mus. Theotre

ph: 0420878047

VOCAL & PERFORMANCE COACHING
Miranda Selwood | Moorooka

BA. Mus. Theatre

ph: 0414 875301

VOCALCOACHING

James Dobinson | Chapel Hill
BA. Mus

ph: D438 783963

VOCAL & PERFORMANCE COACHING
Bobbi-Lea Dionysius | Strathpine

BA. Mus. Theatre, BA. Fllm & TV

ph: 0411543554

Impro Mafia presents

"Jane Austen: By the Book"

Jane Austen has writer's block.

She has penned a number of fine stories -
but her creative side is now as out of
tune as a broken piano forte.

There's only one thing a Regency lady can
do - call on her social circle to help.

You are invited to a soiree with one of
Britain's great ladies of letters - in which
you will be called upon to help Miss
Austen create a heroine, her family and
friends, her enemies, and the scandals
that threaten her reputation. Most of all,
you will help shape the one man that will
perplex and vex her, but who may end
having the most impact of all.

Miss Austen promises it will be the most
fun you will ever have in the 15th
century.

Period.

When: 7:30pm, October 4th
Where: Brisbane Arts Theatre, 210 Petrie




Q TR'V'A | Music Theatre Madness

Test your Music Theatre 1Q with these guiz questions!

T\

MUSIC THEATLRE SCATTEGORIES

Think of as many answers for each of the guestions below that
start with the letter M:

A brand new production company in Brisbane

A character frem Andrew Lloyd Webber's Cots
The first Maria in the Sound of Music

A show in the Brisbane Arts Theatre 2009 Pregram
A Rodgers and Hammerstein song title

& musical set on a Greek island

Your letter is

i S BN

& Disney musical character

A song fram Closer Than Ever

Diamands are this girl's best friend

10. One of the AFI’s Top 25 most memaorable movie musicals

R

M. M. as Maria in The Sound of Music

ANCOTHEL OPENIN®. ANOTHELR SONG

Pick the song that these first lines are from:

I had a dream, a dream about you, Baby!

Bed, bed, | couldn’t go to bed!

Whenever | see someone less fortunate than |

What good is sitting alone in your room?

Someane to hald yau too close, sameane to hurt you toa deep
Kiss today goodbye, the sweetness and the sorrow

| kmow Seymour’s the greatest, but I'm dating a semi-sadist

N

ﬁ — * ! . God on high, hear my prayer
h{ T 10. | got chills, they're multiplying and I'm losing control

iy —

It wion®t be easy, you'll think it strange when | try to explain how | feel

R I

Audrey Hepburn couldn't sleep in My Fair Lady

Stephen Sondheim
Hugh Jackman
Gene kelly

Jerry Herman
Idina Menzel
Benny & Bjorn
John Travalta

W.S. Gilbert

Julie Andrews
Dscar Hammerstein Il
Leonard Bernstein
Gina Riley

Hairspray
Chicage

Chess

Into the Woods
Singing in the Rain
West Side Story
The Pirates of Penzance
Wicked

Marme

Victor Victoria
Oklahomal

The Boy From Oz

MUSICAL MAICH

Match the composer, lyricist or performer with the
musical they're famous for—but be careful, some of
them may have more than one answer but only one

combination of answers will work out!

Check all your answers
on page 22

NEW YORK NEW YORK | lames Dobinson

New York, New York. Or more accurately
Upstate, New York (the lyric still scansl!).

Things that | learnt by music directing
regionally in America: transposing at sight -
that is, seeing a piece of music for the first
time and playing it in a key other than the
written one (both priceless and expected);
The director is always right, even when a) the
text disagrees; b) the other creative staff
disagree; ¢) he is wrong; Americans in the
theatre have a work ethic that is second to
none; sometimes in the middle of summer itis
still colder than the coldest day in 2 Brisbane
winter, and other days it's as hot and muggy as
the hottest, muggiest Brisbane summer; | love
New York, regardless of the proximity to the
city.

"...dancingonaBroadway stageisabout

the most exciting thing one can do ..."
lames Dobinson

Things | learnt by being in the city: New
Yorkers are boundlessly hospitable, if you
make the time to connect with them; Living in
Queens means you have a killer view of the
Manhattan skyline, and much more money to
spend at the theatre; Americans really, really
know how to do theatre. Especially musicals.

Just about everyone involved in a show is willing to
talk to you afterwards, except for Alison Janney;
dancing on a Broadway stage is about the most
exciting thing one can do; you can go to three
auditions in a day and still miss out on auditioning
for something; Dolly Parton writes a boring
musical, whereas David Bryan from Bon Jovi writes
a really entertaining one; James Van Der Beek can
seriously dance; thisiswhere lam supposed to be.

Dear New York. | love you. Sincerely, James.




ACT ONE

DOORS
Miranda Selwood, Roz Pappalardo, Tony
Campbell & Matt Fennell

SHE LOVES ME NOT
Miranda Selwood, Tony Campbell &
Matt Fennell

YOU WANNA BE MY FRIEND
Matt Fennell & Roz Pappalardo

WHAT AM | DOIN'
Tony Campbell

THE BEAR, THE TIGER, THE HAMSTER AND
THE MOLE
Miranda Selwood

I'LL GET UP TOMORROW MORNING
Matt Fennell

MISS BYRD
Miranda Selwood

THE SOUND OF MUZAK
Miranda Selwood, Roz Pappalardo, Tony
Campbell, Matt Fennell & James Dobinson

OMNE OF THE GOOD GUYS
Tony Campbell

THERE'S NOTHING LIKE IT
Miranda Selwood, Roz Pappalardo, Tony
Campbell & Matt Fennell

LIFE STORY
Roz Pappalardo

NEXT TIME/l WOULDN'T GO BACK
Miranda Selwood, Roz Pappalardo, Tony
Campbell & Matt Fennell

GET IN ON THE ACT!

Become an Arts Theatre member today!

For a low fee each year, you can become a
Brisbane Arts Theatre member! Receive
discounted ticket rates to all our shows, one
free show for ewvery 5 shows that you see
throughout the year, plus a manthly newsletter
and information about upcaming events and
discounts! Membership is awvailable all year
round = soyou can join amytime!

Full 540 | Concession $30
Dual Membership S60

Pick up a form today!

(3360 2344 = n -
E' info@artstheatre.comau ARTS THEATRE

Music by L \
DAVID SHIRE RICHARD MALTBY, JR.

CLOSER THAN EVER | Song List

ACT TWO

THREE FRIENDS
Miranda Selwood, Roz Pappalardo & Tony
Campbell

THERE )
Miranda Selwood & James Dobinson

FANDANGO
Roz Pappalardo & Tony Campbell

PATTERNS
Miranda Selwood

ANOTHER WEDDING SONG*
Roz Pappalardo & Tony Campbell

IFISING**
James Dobinson

BACK ON BASE*
Roz Pappalardo

THE MARCH OF TIME
Miranda Selwood, Roz Pappalardo, Tony
Campbell & Matt Fennell

FATHERS OF FATHERS
Tony Campbell, Matt Fennell & James
Dobinson

IT'S NEVER THAT EASY/I'VE BEEN HERE BEFORE

Miranda Selwood & Roz Pappalardo

CLOSER THAN EVER
Miranda Selwood, Roz Pappalardo, Tony
Campbell, Matt Fennell & James Dobinson

* Lyrics by David Shire

** Lyrics by Richardd Maltby, Jr.
and David Shire

yrics by

EVER

MIRANDA SELWOOD | WOMAN 1 / CONCEPT DIRECTOR

More than a decade of dance, acting and vocal training,
inspired by seeing Mancye Hayes in 42ND STREET (way back
when...), culminated in Miranda's acceptance to the Central
Queensland Conservatorium of Music.

During her studies Miranda performed in various and
surprising roles notably Columbia in THE ROCKY HORROR
SHOW, Babe in THE PAJAMA GAME, The Baroness in THE
SOUND OF MUSIC, Florence in CHESS and Kate in KISS ME KATE
(directed by the very same Nancye Hayes who started it all),

In 2003, with her Music Theatre degree in hand, she ventured out into the big wide world. Almost as
though the world were not quite ready, it was a little more difficult than expected to gain the leading role
in the revival of 42ND STREET within the first few months of graduation; like so many others, despite
their passion and dedication, the opportunity for work in music theatre seemed inaccessible. In the
mean time Miranda honed her skills and practiced her craft appearing in semi-professional productions
of ASWELL PARTY at Stage Door Dinner Theatre and both THE ROCKY HORROR SHOW and CAROUSEL at
Twelfth Night Theatre. Soon enough Miranda felt the call of the travel bug and packed her bag tostarta
career as a Cruise 5taff on board the Explorer of the Seas. Working for Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines,
Miranda saw the world and learned a little more about life while calling bingo and hosting karacke. The
lyrics of | Will Survive now burned into her memary forevermore, she returned to Australia.

These days, Miranda balances working 9-to-5 in the music department of Brisbane Grammar School
with teaching singing at Julie-ann Lucas School of Dance, serving as Treasurer of the Brisbane Arts
Theatre and in her spare time she follows her dream, founding her own company: Mirthful Productions.

TONY CAMPBELL | MAN1/CHOREOGRAPHER

First and foremost {and above all else) Tony Campbell loves
and respects the theatre. Tony Campbell has obsessive
fascinations with particular theatrical icons, including but
not limited to: Kander, Ebb, Porter, Coward, Andrews, Stritch
Lawrence, Rogers, Astaire, Garland, Minnelli, Gershwin,
Chaplin & Berlin. Tony Campbell has dreams. Tony Campbell
wants to be a theatrical icon. Tony Campbell is involved. Tony
Campbell is an ambassador for musical comedy. Tony
Campbell has the hunger to create & innovate. Tony
Campbell wantstobe remembered...

Tony trained at QUT. In 2007, he graduated with a Bachelor of Creative Industries: Performance
Studies. Theatrical credits include ADVANCED SCREENING (William), LOVEPUKE (lvan), ANNIE (Rooster
Hannigan), GREASE (Kenecki), THE SOUND OF MUSIC (Rolf Gruber), ME AND MY GIRL (Bill Snibson),
and DEATHTRAP (Clifford Anderson). Tony has directed the original works TAKE ME BACK TO
MANHATTAN and NO BARE FEET in association with QUT. Tony does cabaret. He has produced his own
cabaret show, ANOTHER NAME FOR BROADWAY at The Globe Theatre and has performed in over 100
shows at Groucho's Theatre Restaurant. He can be seen as part of the Cabaret ensemble THE RAGTAG
REVUE. Tony recently finished working on Billie Brown’s Assistant Director on Moliere's THE
HYPOCHONDRIAC [QUT, Gardens Theatre). Tony has joined forces with MIRTHFUL. Inventing,
exploring and creating with such like-minded people have manifested a personal and professional
pleasure for Tony which extends beyond words.



ROZ PAPPALARDO | WOMAN 2

A self professed, Bon Jovi loving BD's gal, from rock bands in
her youth, to playing dodgy and sometimes dangerous bars
across Regional Australia, to sophisticated theatre gigs, to
rough as guts festivals — Roz is a rock chick through and
through, as her musical theatre mates at Mirthful
Productions will no doubt agree.

Thankfully, her love of singing and performance has spilled
aver onto the musical theatre stage, where Roz has played
the likes of Rizzo in GREASE (NQOMT), Mary Magdalene in

JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR (BTG), Sister Hubert in NUNSENSE (Bris Arts Theatre) and a variety of chorus
rolesinshows like EVITA and PIRATES OF PENZAMNCE (NQOMT).

She has tread the boards backstage and worked in sound crews, lighting crews and fly crews on many
productions across North Queensland including, LES MISERABLES, BEST LITTLE WHOREHOUSE IN
TEXAS and SOUTH PACIFIC (NQOMT). She has co-directed many high school productions including
OLIVER, LEAVING, GREASE and THE WIZ.

Roz is glad to be involved with Mirthful productions, who can pride themselves on doing shows 'the
right way'; from locking after their handpicked cast to carefully considering strategic promotional
techniques to coaxing the best out of their performers by being honest and practical. Besides, who
can say no after being wooed with chocolate cake and Chai Tea at one of Brisbane's best eating
establishments, The Three Monkeys?

CLOSER THAM EVER will be Roz's first revue but one that will thematically and musically resanate with

her for many years.
MATT FENNELL | MAN 2/ MUSICAL DIRECTOR

Recently returned from triumphant engagements with Simon
Gallaher's new production of THE MIKADO, Matt Fennell is
beside himself with joy to be taking on the role of Musical
Director on Mirthful Productions' inaugural seasan of CLOSER
THAM EVER. Commencing his training in voice, acting and
dance fromthe age of 6, histraining continued with a Bachelor
of Music Theatre at the Central QLD Conservatorium of Music.
Matt has performed in over 35 productions (acting as assistant
MD, choreographer, dance captain and vocal coach on many),
his favourite performances including Munkustrap in CATS,

Riff in WEST SIDE STORY, Renin FOOTLOOSE, Bill in KISS ME KATE {Dir. Nancye Hayes), Fred in CHESS,
George in ASPECTS OF LOVE and Principal Peasley in CAROUSEL. In addition to his performing credits,
Matt has been working ardently for the last 6 years as a freelance Vocal Coach, specialising in Music
Theatre and Contemporary performers. This year has seen Matt tackling the challenges of young and
changing voices as singing teacher at Julie-ann Lucas School of Dance. By integrating his music, acting
and dance training, Matt has been able to foster a perfarming and life philosophy of seeking absolute
joy and excellence in the joint worlds of performing and teaching. His interests outside of the world of
music and theatre include Maggie Beer's Verjuice, reading of celebrity autobiographies and GBLT
fiction and the perfection of the perfect scone.



